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Sp eak in g  
 

A significant  proport ion of candidates who entered for this Specificat ion in 

this sum m er’s session took the opt ional speaking com ponent . Exam iners 

were pleased to listen to som e very proficient  speaking tests 

sym pathet ically conducted which evidenced a pleasing standard of 

candidate perform ance. 

 

Candidates are expected to part icipate in 3 conversat ions on 3 different  

topic areas, that  is to say, on three of the topic areas from  the five topic 

areas detailed in the specificat ion. I t  is not  appropriate for the teacher 

exam iner conduct ing the test  to select  two different  subtopics from  the 

sam e topic area. Each conversat ion m ust  be based on a totally different  

topic area.  

 

I t  should be rem em bered that  the technique used by the teacher exam iner 

can have a great  effect  on the outcom e of the oral test . I t  is very im portant  

that  the guidelines on length and the type of quest ioning are adhered to. 

More com m ents on this will be m ade during the report . 

 

The candidate’s presentat ion on the photo/ picture m ust  be for a m axim um  

of one m inute. The conversat ion m ust  relate to the picture but  m ay also 

include som e quest ions prom pted by the picture the candidate has chosen. 

 

The first  conversat ion, following on from  the presentat ion, should last  for 3 

m inutes m axim um .  For conversat ions 2 and 3 the m axim um  t im e is also 

t im e 3 m inutes and exam iners will stop assessing after this t im e. 

 

 

Sect ion  A:  Pr esen t at ion  an d  d iscu ssion  b ased  on  a sin g le p ict u r e. 

 

For this part  of the Speaking test  candidates m ust  select  a picture. I t  is very 

im portant  that  candidates choose this picture wisely since it  should allow 

adequate exploitat ion to enable candidates to dem onst rate their  speaking 

proficiency. 

 

This is probably the sect ion of the test  which caused the m ost  problem s due 

to a choice of an inappropriate picture or inaccurate length of the 

presentat ion and/ or the discussion. I t  is very im portant  that  a picture is 

chosen as described below and that  the whole sect ion does not  last  beyond 

4 m inutes. 

 

Exam iners were im pressed by som e of the chosen pictures or photographs 

but  there were others which did not  allow the interviewer easy access to a 

range of follow up quest ions. Such poor pictures would be, for exam ple, 

photographs of two m em bers of a fam ily with lit t le else happening in the 

picture or a picture of a snow scene with a couple of figures in the distance.  

 

Far bet ter pictures had a lot  happening in them . Good exam ples m ay be 

busy st reet  scenes, a busy railway stat ion or shopping cent re, a bir thday 

party with lots happening or a classroom  scene with m any students 



 

enjoying an interact ive lesson. These pictures will enable the candidate to 

present  lots of inform at ion and ideas and the teacher exam iner should have 

lots of m aterial to exploit .  

 

I t  is very im portant  that  the candidates are only allowed to give the 

presentat ion for the appropriate am ount  of t im e. After a m inute, the 

teacher exam iner will need to interrupt  but  it  is st rongly recom m ended that  

candidates pract ise the presentat ion in advance. I f the picture has not  been 

carefully chosen it  is possible the teacher exam iner will then st ruggle for 

quest ions. A bet ter picture should offer m uch m ore to exploit .  

 

I t  should be em phasised that  the quest ioning in this sect ion m ust  relate to 

the chosen picture, not  to topics which are only slight ly connected. As an 

exam ple, if the picture relates to a holiday in Spain, the teacher exam iner 

should not  im m ediately ask about  the candidate’s holidays. The quest ions 

should possibly ask about  other people in the picture or things happening in 

the background. 

 

I t  is m ore profitable to ask a candidate to describe only on e person in the 

picture rather than all of them . This would then allow t im e for a wider range 

of quest ions to be posed, for exam ple:  

 

Was hat  diese Frau vielleicht  eben gem acht? 

Warum  steht  dieser Mann hier? 

Was wird wohl bald passieren? 

 

Teacher exam iners should ensure their  candidates have the opportunity to 

fulfil the requirem ents of the assessm ent  cr iter ia, nam ely express and 

just ify opinions, give extended responses to a wide range of quest ion types, 

and use an appropriately wide variety of st ructures and lexis, including a full 

range of tenses. Such perform ances would allow candidates access to the 

full range of m arks. Often, very good candidates were not  able to access the 

full m ark range as they had not  been given the opportunity to use a range 

of tenses. 

 

Cent res are rem inded of the need to send the candidate’s picture to the 

exam iner, along with the oral cover sheet  and the recording. Cent res should 

also be sure to copy the new m ark schem e which is on two pages. Many 

cent res either used the old one or only copied the first  sect ion of the new 

schem e. 

 

  



 

Sect ion  B:  Tw o  con v er sat ion s 

 

I n this sect ion, candidates are required to take part  in conversat ions with 

the teacher exam iner on t w o  sep ar at e con v er sat ion  t op ics ch osen  b y  

t h e t each er  ex am in er .  

 

Cent res are advised to read page 8 of the specificat ion which states 

explicit ly that  the teacher exam iner should choose the topics discussed in 

conversat ions 2 and 3, not  the candidate. The candidates should not  know 

in advance of the test  which topics they are going to be asked quest ions on 

in conversat ions 2 and 3.  

 

The t ransit ion between the conversat ion topics should be m ade plain to help 

both the candidate recognise that  the conversat ion is m oving on and the 

exam iner ident ifies the two discrete topic areas being discussed. 

 

The m ost  popular topics in this sect ion were Educat ion and Em ploym ent  and 

Hom e and Abroad. However, it  is not  in the spir it  of the exam inat ion to ask 

all candidates the sam e list  of quest ions. On som e occasions, exact ly the 

sam e quest ion in the sam e order and with ident ical answers was not iced. 

This can only lead to a lim itat ion on m arks for spontaneity. I t  is also very 

im portant  that  the teacher exam iner encourages the candidates to use a 

range of tenses and gram m at ical st ructures. Candidates also need to be 

encouraged to take the init iat ive and develop fair ly lengthy answers. 

Teacher exam iners should t ry to avoid interrupt ing candidates where not  

appropriate as well as not  correct ing gram m at ical m istakes. 

 

Teacher-exam iners should again adhere to the t im ings laid down in the 

specificat ion, nam ely a m axim um  of 3 m inutes for each  conversat ion topic 

which in total m akes a total of 6 m inutes for this sect ion. I n general, longer 

conversat ions were self-penalising as candidates began to st ruggle to find 

things to say and incidence of error increased. 

 

Teacher exam iners should t ry to avoid asking closed quest ions and 

quest ions giving som e sort  of a choice such as Wohnst  du in einem  Haus 

oder in einer Wohnung? A m uch bet ter quest ion would be 

Wo wohnst  du? I n was für einem  Haus wohnst  du? 

 

I n the first  quest ion the candidate is sim ply able to lift  the answer from  the 

quest ion, in the second and third they need to use their  own language. 

 

  



 

Gen er a l  

 

Cent res’ at tent ion is drawn to page 9 of the Specificat ion where it  is stated 

that  ‘in order to achieve grade C and above, candidates will be expected to 

express opinions and use past , present  and future tenses.’ This should be 

dem onst rated in all 3 conversat ions. Teacher exam iners did not  always give 

candidates the opportunity to use a wide range of verb form s, use past , 

present  and future tenses or express opinions. 

Candidates cannot  access the full range of m arks if they do not  fulfil these 

cr iter ia. 

 

Teacher exam iners are to be com m ended on their  sym pathet ic and 

encouraging conduct  of the speaking tests. Most  were clearly at tem pt ing to 

put  candidates at  their  ease and t rying to get  them  to produce their best .  

There were m any clear exam ples of an obvious respect ful and posit ive 

relat ionship between the candidate and teacher-exam iner. 

 

Cent re adm inist rat ion for the speaking tests was generally good, although 

several cent res forgot  to enclose the whole of the m ark sheet  or used the 

one from  the old specificat ion. A few cent res forgot  to send the candidates’ 

pictures to the exam iner. I f there has been an agreem ent  with Edexcel that  

the pictures are not  to be sent  this needs to be stated to the exam iner. 

 

The qualit y of the recordings rem ains very var iable. I n som e instances 

candidates were vir tually inaudible due to either ext raneous noise or poor 

qualit y recording hardware. 

 

Exam iners are happy to accept  candidates’ speaking tests on either casset te 

or CD. I t  has to be said that  those recorded on a CD are of a m uch bet ter 

quality and, where possible, CDs would be encouraged. Orals recorded in 

audio file or m p3 form ats are also acceptable.  

 

Many thanks to all cent res for the work undertaken to m ake this year’s 

I nternat ional GCSE Germ an speaking tests successful.  



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 
 
The m odern foreign languages specificat ions share a com m on design, but  

the assessm ents in different  languages are not  ident ical. Grade boundaries 

at  unit  level reflect  these differences in assessm ents, ensuring that  

candidate outcom es across these specificat ions are com parable at  

specificat ion level.  

 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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